
2 3

AN INNER-CITY 
LIGHTHOUSE 
IN K.C.
PAGE 4

REACHING LAWMAKERS FOR CHRIST PAGE 3  • UNSUNG HEROES: TOM 
AND NANCY WESTPETAL  PAGE 5  • 1,500TH TRANSLATION OF JESUS 

COMPLETED PAGE 5  •  THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY PAGE 8

COWBOY CHURCH 
BEEFS UP
PAGE 6

MISSION-MINDED 
PASTOR IS 
CONTAGIOUS
PAGE 7

A COLLECTION OF THIS WEEK’S 
TOP STORIES FROM PENEWS.ORG

SUNDAY,
MARCH 19,
2017

THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY GLENN W. GOHR

Harold C. “Hal” Herman (1902-
99) was a successful Hollywood 
photographer and press agent in 
the 1920s and 1930s. However, 
harrowing experiences as a U.S. Army 
photographer during World War II led 
him to accept Christ, and he ultimately 
became a noted Assemblies of God 
missionary evangelist who ministered 
in 48 nations.

Herman became well-known in 
Hollywood through his 1928 book, How 
I Broke into the Movies, a compilation 
of stories from 60 motion picture 
stars, including Charlie Chaplin, 
Gary Cooper, and Greta Garbo. 
During World War II, Herman was 
inducted into the Army and served in 
New Guinea on a special news and 
camera team. Later he went to the 
Philippines as the official photographer 
for Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s field 
headquarters staff.

Herman found himself dodging 
artillery while carrying his camera in 
war zones. After experiencing kamikaze 
attacks and other dangers of war, he 

promised God that he would lead a 
better life. During World War II, Herman 
narrowly escaped death five times.

After the war, he returned to 
Columbia Pictures, where God used 
a friend to point him to Jesus Christ. 
Herman shared his faith with movie 
stars, directors, producers, and 
makeup men at Columbia Pictures 
before becoming a full-time evangelist, 
eventually traveling five times around 
the world.

The March 17, 1957 issue of the 
Pentecostal Evangel featured a report 
of Herman’s four-month crusade in 
Hong Kong. Huge crowds attended 
the meetings, where many people 
accepted Jesus as Savior and were 
healed. 
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The World Assemblies of God family 
now totals close to 68 million! What 
has powered this growth? Our reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit and our doctrine of 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the 
initial physical evidence of speaking in 
other tongues. It is vital we maintain 
this distinctive!

Following are three questions often 
asked about Spirit baptism. 

What is the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit? 

The New Testament notes three 
baptisms. The first is when the Spirit 
baptizes us into Christ (1 Corinthians 
12:13); we call this conversion. The 
second baptism is in water, the 
external evidence of our conversion 
(Acts 2:38,41). The third is when Christ 
baptizes us in the Spirit (Matthew 
3:11). 

In each case, baptism represents 
immersion: immersion into Christ, 
into water, and into the Holy Spirit. 
The agent of the baptism is different 

in each case: the Spirit in conversion, 
the person who baptizes another in 
water and Christ who baptizes in the 
Spirit. I love to refer to the baptism in 
the Spirit as being “overwhelmed in 
the Spirit.” That overwhelming can be 
subsequent to conversion (Acts 2:4) 
or contemporaneous with conversion 
(Acts 10:44-46). All three baptisms 
should be close together as part of 
what may be called the “conversion 
cluster.” 

What is the relationship of speaking 
in tongues to the baptism in the Spirit? 
How do people know they are baptized 
in water? Well, they are wet. In other 
words, water baptism has a physical 
component. Baptism in the Spirit also 
has a physical component: speaking 
in other tongues. The doctrinal 
formulation for this is simply that 
tongues is the initial physical evidence 
of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Note 
the three descriptive words: 

(1) It is initial. It is a gateway 
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

MISSION-MINDED PASTOR IS CONTAGIOUS
BY DEANN ALFORD

In 1997, on his first trip to the 
U.S., Moldovan church planter Peter 
Pasechnik noticed various Slavic 
immigrants, comfortable with their 
material wealth and uninterested in 
God. In 2000, Pasechnik, who speaks 
Russian, moved with his wife and four 
children to the Sacramento, California, 
suburb of Rancho Cordova. There 
he planted Christian Church Zion, 
now a 600-strong Russian-language 
congregation of Slavs representing 
several nationalities.  

Each year, Christian Church Zion 
sends a mission team to Moldova. 
Every month, two dozen from Christian 
Church Zion travel to Mexico for 
outreach through a congregation 
planted near Tijuana. Christian Church 
Zion has sent missionaries and planted 
churches from North Africa to Ukraine. 
The church’s work includes evangelism, 
building churches, and constructing a 
home for disabled children. 

On Friday nights and Saturday 
mornings, Pasechnik, 61, operates a 
Bible school with 40 students, using 
Global University  courses in both 

English and Russian. Pasechnik 
helped to start a Pentecostal school 
last year in his native land and now 45 
students are enrolled there. 

Scott Temple, director of the AG 
Office of Ethnic Relations, is impressed 
by Pasechnik’s leadership and 
commitment to mission endeavors. 
The voluminous number of mission trip 
photos on the Christian Church Zion 
lobby wall caught Temple’s attention 
when he visited recently.

“It’s obvious that mission work in 
Belarus, in Moldova, and also in Mexico, 
involves everyone in missions,” Temple 
says. “It’s contagious with the members 
of the church as hundreds have gone 
with Pastor Peter on mission journeys.”

COMMON QUESTIONS: SPIRIT BAPTISM
BY GEORGE O. WOOD
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AN INNER-CITY LIGHTHOUSE IN K.C. 
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

Currently serving in their fifth 
missionary term, Tom and Nancy 
Wespetal have spent their missionary 
career alternating between Russia 
and Ukraine, investing themselves 
in theological training and medical 
outreach since 1995. 

Tom was burdened upon finding 
that the only “Russian” theological 
textbooks were merely translations 
from other languages that did not 
address Russia’s unique challenges. 
In response to that need, he wrote the 
first advanced Hebrew grammar in the 
Russian language. He also wrote an 
advanced Greek grammar — the first 
work to compare the Russian Bible 
translation with the original language. 

Tom’s five completed and two in-
process textbooks are transforming 
biblical scholarship in the post-Soviet 
world, and laying the groundwork for a 
rigorous higher education program for 
Russian-speaking pastors. 

Nancy pioneers and engages in 
medical evangelism throughout Russia 
and Ukraine. The team she leads in 
Ukraine has a mobile medical clinic 
that partners with local churches to 
reach Ukrainians with health and 
salvation. Nancy also teaches seminars 
in both countries on medical education. 

The Westpetals share God’s passion 
for Russia and Ukraine as they 
continue their decades-long labor of 
serving post-Soviet people. 

 The Jesus Film Project® recently 
announced the completion of its 1,500th 
language translation of JESUS, the 
most watched film in history according 
to the Guinness Book of World Records. 
The language, Daasanach, belongs 
to an ethnic group inhabiting parts of 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Sudan. 

Since 1979, Jesus Film Project’s 
resources and strategies have 
been utilized in 7.5 billion gospel 
presentations in more than 230 
countries. For many people in remote 
areas, JESUS is the first motion picture 
they have ever viewed. The impact of 
seeing the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection in their language 
has resulted in more than 490 million 
indicated decisions for Christ following a 
film showing.

AG missionaries have utilized the film 
frequently in ministry. AG missionaries 
and ministers have even helped 
translate the script of the movie into 
other languages. And Mark and Kim 
Gardner, missionaries to Namibia and 
Southern Africa, even showed the film 
at a wedding, with incredible results! 

“JESUS has long been one of the 
most effective ways to reach people in 
a way they can immediately understand 
the message of salvation,” says Josh 
Newell, Jesus Film Project’s director of 
marketing and communications, “and 
now our reach can go even further.” 

UNSUNG HEROES: 
TOM AND NANCY 
WESTPETAL
BY RENEE GRIFFITH 

1,500TH 
TRANSLATION OF 
JESUS  COMPLETED
BY HEIDI MCDOW

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — With 
5,720 regular attendees, Sheffield 
Family Life Center in Kansas City, 
Missouri, is one of the largest 
congregations in the U.S. Assemblies 
of God. With 75 percent of attendees 
being African-American, it is one of if 
not the largest black AG churches in 
the nation. The huge church edifice, 
built in 2000, rises in the midst of 
older compact houses and sprawling 
factories. A gymnasium and youth 
center, where basketball leagues play 
games and self-defense karate classes 
are taught, are located across the 
street from the church.

The church’s constituency also 
includes a lot of single parents, low-
income families, the disenfranchised, 
and new Christian converts. 

“Being in the urban core is kind of 
like being on the mission field,” says 
the white George Westlake III, who 
succeeded his father as pastor in 2006. 
“You have to learn the culture and love 
the culture, or you’re not going to be 
able to reach the culture.”

Some white people have left 
Sheffield Family Life Center because 
they thought the church is now too 
black, while some African-Americans 
won’t stay because the church has a 
white lead pastor.

Sheffield, 54, intentionally hires 
nonwhite associate pastors because the 
community is largely African-American. 
Ray Mabion II, senior associate pastor 
at the church, came on 10 years ago.

“The African-Americans in the 
congregation see Pastor George’s 
connectedness with them and the 
community,” says Mabion, 46. 

The two morning services are 
reflective of black culture: a robed 
choir that sways during worship, older 
members in their Sunday best, gospel 
songs that emphasize words more 
than instrumentation, a choir number, 
congregants who actually read a printed 
Bible rather than looking at verses on 
their smartphones, animated sermons 
punctuated with applause and “amens.”

Racial reconciliation is a frequent 
theme in sermons. Westlake stresses 
the importance of races linking hands 
with people who look differently.

“As a white male, I cannot 
understand, fully, what an African-
American male my age has been 
through,” Westlake says. “Caucasians 
must be willing to try to understand the 
real reason why younger black males 
feel it’s dangerous to drive down the 
street.” 
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entrance into the Spirit-empowered 
life. All through our Christian journey, 
speaking in other tongues becomes a 
vital component of prayer in providing 
praise to God that goes beyond our 
vocabulary limits and intercession in 
those moments when we do not know 
how to even frame our requests in a 
learned language. 

(2) It is physical. This means that 
supernatural speech is involved when 
we speak in a language we have not 
learned. 

(3) It is evidence. That is, just as 
people know they have been baptized 
in water because they got wet, so we 
know we have received the baptism in 
the Spirit because we have spoken in 
other tongues. 

How do we receive the baptism in 
the Spirit? 

Jesus said that we should ask to 
receive (Luke 11:13). That is, there must 
be a hunger or desire in our hearts. 
We also must remember that we are 
speaking of the Holy Spirit; thus, we 
must consciously examine our lives and 
ask Him to cleanse our hearts. 

It often helps to find someone who 
has received the baptism in the Spirit 
to lay hands on us and pray for us to 
receive.

Finally, as the Spirit begins to form 
unknown words in our thoughts, 
we must speak them out: the Spirit 
is wanting to pray through us in a 
language we do not understand. 
However, we must remember that the 
baptism in the Spirit is a starting point 
for living all our days in the fullness of 
the Spirit and in His empowerment of 
our lives. 

COWBOY CHURCH BEEFS UP
BY DEANN ALFORD

Folks in Montgomery, Texas, 
population 621, are all about 
supporting their county’s next 
generation of farmers and ranchers. 
So, when Montgomery County holds 
its annual fair and auction of student-
raised cattle and hogs, some residents 
— including members of Lone Star 
Cowboy Church — buy them, even 
if they have no personal need for the 
meat. 

Often they donate the animals to 
Lone Star, an Assemblies of God 
congregation. Its average weekend 
attendance of 2,300 makes Lone 
Star the nation’s largest AG cowboy 
church. The church already purchased 
animals at “freezer sales” for kids at 
neighboring Montgomery High School 
— steers that didn’t make the fair. In 
2003, Darla Weaver, who with her 
husband, Randy, co-pastors Lone Star, 
set up Lone Star Beef, the church’s 
program to supply residential Christian 
ministries with a steady supply of 
protein. 

By 2015, however, buying a herd 
of corriente roping cattle each year 
had grown prohibitively expensive. 
Encouraged by the success of Shiloh 
Ranch Cowboy Church’s herd, Lone 

Star opted to seek sponsorships to 
start its own. With that funding, the 
church bought heifers rather than 
steers for events in its covered arena. 
Participants enter for free if they attend 
a church service the morning of the 
event. 

Charlotte Casey, Lone Star’s arena 
director, says the goal is to build a 
genetically healthy herd of tough sport 
cattle that are lean, athletic, and have a 
solid set of horns, which is important in 
roping. The beef program works using 
heifers no longer good to rope that are 
sent to ranches with which the church 
has partnered. Those heifers become 
a part of Lone Star’s stewardship/
breeding program. 

“Lone Star will then get 50 percent 
of the calf crop back for use at team 
ropings,” says Casey. By 2018, “We will 
no longer have to purchase heifers, 
and the program will become self-
sufficient.” 

Right now, the program has 147 
head of cattle and 40 calves, totaling 
187 head. In 2016, Lone Star Beef’s 
direct-to-freezer program (county fair 
animals purchased and donated to 
church) supplied 10,000 pounds of 
processed beef. 

John A. Battaglia, an Assemblies of 
God endorsed chaplain with Capitol 
Commission, regularly visits the 
offices of Missouri state senators and 
representatives. But recently, he’s 
also been bearing a gift on his visits 
— a gift that has experienced a warm 
reception in every office.

The gift? A Bible.
Although there’s no such thing as 

an “ordinary” Bible, this Bible is stately 
in appearance and each Bible has 
the official Great Seal of the State of 
Missouri embossed on its cover.

“I’ve hand-delivered a Bible to 

the office of every senator and state 
representative, as well as the governor,” 
Battaglia says, “and I’m in the process 
of giving Bibles to each state leader and 
the Missouri Supreme Court judges.”

The purpose of Capitol Commission 
is to minister to state legislators. 
Currently, there are 24 states with 
Capitol Commission chaplains.

The response to the embossed 
Bibles has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with many legislators using 
the Bibles as centerpieces in their 
offices, for personal use, and several 
were even sworn in using the Bible. 

REACHING LAWMAKERS FOR CHRIST
BY DAN VAN VEEN


