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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY GLENN W. GOHR

Revivaltime, the weekly radio 
broadcast that aired from 1953 to 
1995, was one of the best-known 
Assemblies of God ministries of its era. 
However, many may not be aware of its 
substantial global impact.

The Feb. 17, 1957, issue of the 
Pentecostal Evangel shared how 
Revivaltime came to the Philippines — 
one of the many nations in which the 
program was rebroadcast.

AG missionaries Paul and Violet 
Pipkin began ministering in the 
Philippines in December 1948. By early 
1957, Paul Pipkin was broadcasting 
Revivaltime at a radio station in Cebu 
City, Philippines. 

In addition to English messages of 
C. M. Ward that were broadcast on the 

radio, Pipkin translated the messages 
into the Ilocano dialect for one group of 
Filipinos who lived in the mountains.

Pipkin reported that “Requests 
come constantly for Revivaltime to be 
released on more stations. Who can 
measure the number of actual homes 
reached each week as Revivaltime 
finds its way into the most unlikely 
places?”

While Revivaltime originated in the 
United States, its audience members 
spanned the globe. Missionaries and 
national church leaders adapted the 
radio broadcast for use in many nations. 

Read “Revivaltime in the Philippines,” 
on page 20 of the Feb. 17, 1957, issue 
of the Pentecostal Evangel online at 
s2.ag.org/feb171957.
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Matthew Barnett, the co-founder of 
the L.A. Dream Center with his father, 
Tommy, was out of his league. He had 
just boarded the chartered plane for 
The World Marathon Challenge, one of 
the most difficult marathon series in the 
world! 

The challenge? Run seven 
marathons (26.2 miles) in seven 
consecutive days on seven continents.

The participants? A relative handful 
of 32 running veterans, some of whom 
have run as many as 85 marathons 
and others who are ultra-marathoners, 
competing in races of 50, 100, or even 
150 miles.

By comparison, Barnett, the 
33rd participant, had only run four 
marathons in his lifetime and had less 
than four years of running experience. 

But Barnett, 42, has something that 
many underestimate — a passion to 
succeed coupled with a calling by God 
to serve. 

He says that he never considered 
anything of this magnitude until a friend 
called him up and challenged him, 
stating that he would not only pay the 
$38,000 entry fee, but give $100,000 
to the Dream Center if Barnett would 

do it.
At first Barnett just laughed at the 

suggestion. But recently the Dream 
Center had completed renovating the 
final six floors and saw the number 
of residents jump from 550 to 800 
overnight. 

Barnett flipped the switch and 
decided to use the event as a Dream 
Center fundraiser. He also texted his 
friend, Olympian and Boston Marathon 
American record holder Ryan Hall, 
asking Hall to join him in the adventure 
— he agreed!

For Barnett, the training was 10 
months of building endurance, running 
nearly 3,000 miles in preparation. 

The World Marathon Challenge 
(Jan. 23-29) began on Union Glacier, 
Antarctica, with a windchill of minus 
35 degrees. Punta Arenas in Chile 
came next, followed by Miami, Florida; 
Madrid, Spain; Marrakesh, Morocco; 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates; and 
finally, Sydney, Australia.

Barnett faired well through the 
first three marathons, however, an 
extremely light sleeper, he had only 
slept for four hours in those three days. 
And then, during the Madrid marathon, 
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares Your are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

GROUP GROWS FROM 15 TO 500
BY REBECCA BURTRAM

Pete and Amy Bullette pioneered 
the Chi Alpha campus ministry at the 
University of Virginia in Charlottesville 
in 2000, ending the first year with 
15 students who regularly attended 
meetings. Now they minister to over 
500 students weekly. 

As U.S. missionaries, the Bullettes 
began their Chi Alpha ministry with a 
passion to see students experience 
the same kind of discipleship they had 
received at Southern Illinois University 
at Carbondale.

“We were so transformed in college, 
and we realized the opportunity we 
could have in ministry,” Pete says.

Amy, who became a dietician upon 
graduation, rededicated her heart to the 
Lord her sophomore year at SIUC. She 
found Chi Alpha, and it challenged her 
to grow, especially after being baptized 
in the Holy Spirit. Pete, who graduated 
with an accounting degree, came into 
Chi Alpha having been filled with the 
Spirit earlier. He cites the discipleship 
he received through SIUC Chi Alpha 
Director and U.S. missionary Dale Crall 

for revolutionizing his faith walk. 
The Bullettes say the ministry 

started to grow during their third year at 
the University of Virginia, as students 
who had been discipled the previous 
two years began to reach out to others. 
The focus on discipleship remained 
as the group expanded. The Bullettes 
believe students need anchors in order 
to thrive in their faith walk, in large part 
living relationally with people in real 
Christian community. 

As a leader of a thriving ministry, 
Pete notes that college students these 
days are socially concerned, receptive 
to pastoral care, and ready to do 
something meaningful. Because these 
young adults are activists at heart, 
many have caught the Chi Alpha vision 
by giving a year to missions upon 
graduation. 

SEVEN MARATHONS IN SEVEN DAYS ON 
SEVEN CONTINENTS – ALL FOR A DREAM
BY DAN VAN VEEN
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Zollie L. Smith Jr. has announced 
his decision to retire at the end of his 
term this year as executive director of 
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, a 
post he has held for a decade.

“I know my assignment here is 
complete,” Smith says. “I’m so grateful 
for the privileged opportunity I’ve had 
here, but the Lord has released me.”

As U.S. Missions executive director, 
Smith became the first African-
American to serve on the AG’s six-
member executive leadership team. 

The new executive director will 
be elected to a four-year-term at the 
August biennial General Council in 
Anaheim, California, and assume office 
in October.

During the Vietnam War in 1967, 
Smith suffered back wounds from 
enemy fire. Awarded the Purple 
Heart and Bronze Star for his military 
service, Smith became a police officer 
after returning to the U.S. in 1969. He 
married his wife, Phyllis, in 1970. 

He heeded God’s ministry call and 
became an ordained AG minister. 
Smith served as pastor of Eternal Life 
Christian Center in Somerset, New 
Jersey, for 15 years ending in 2005. 
In 1992, Smith began a 15-year stint 
as president of the AG National Black 
Fellowship.   

In 2007, General Council voters 
elected Smith as U.S. Missions 
executive director. He says devising 
methods to disciple various subcultures 

into the family of God has been the 
most challenging aspect of his tenure 
in the post.

“That strategy is not easily 
developed because we’re dealing with 
diversities that also separate us,” says 
Smith, 68. “It’s a challenge to raise 
up indigenous leaders within unique 
people groups and at the same time 
holistically incorporate them into the 
body of Christ so we don’t wind up with 
segregated groups.”

Unity is difficult in a nation divided by 
various classifications, Smith says.

“When people are separated by 
the pigmentation of their skin, their 
ethnicity, their education level, or their 
economic status, they tend to gravitate 
toward those of like kind,” Smith says. 
“That results in establishing silos of 
people groups organizing to survive 
because of uncertainties, and tends to 
reinforce separation.”

The Smiths plan to relocate to 
Panama City Beach, Florida. Smith 
hopes to travel the nation in a 
recreational vehicle, do some writing, 
and engage in ministry. 

54

READY FOR HIS NEXT ASSIGNMENT
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

The North Central University (NCU) 
Board of Regents has announced that 
Scott A. Hagan has been selected 
to serve as the institution’s seventh 
president, effective June 1. Hagan will 
fill the president’s role following the 
retirement of Gordon L. Anderson, who 
served as NCU’s president for the past 
22 years.

The board’s selection of Hagan, 
who is currently senior pastor of 
Real Life Church in Sacramento, 
California, comes after a yearlong 
nationwide search. As Hagan relocates 
to Minnesota later this spring, he will 
conclude 11 years of service at Real 
Life, a multi-campus church founded by 
Hagan and his wife, Karen. Hagan has 
served as adjunct faculty at NCU and 
AG Theological Seminary.

“For the past five years I have been 
preparing professionally and personally 
for an executive and visionary role 
in higher education,” Hagan says. 
“I’ve always viewed NCU as the gold 
standard when it comes to Spirit and 
scholarship.”

The Hagans have been married 
since 1983. Karen is also an ordained 
AG minister, and serves as co-pastor 
at Real Life. Scott will complete his 
doctorate in leadership studies from 
Gonzaga University in the coming year.

His blog, scotthagan.org, has a 
wide reach and his leadership-focused 
Facebook page has more than 100,000 
followers. He is part of the AG’s Church 
Multiplication Network’s lead team. 

 Last year, Rich Guerra, 
superintendent of the Southern 
California (SoCal) Network, decided to 
place a doctor in charge of the health 
of Spanish-speaking churches. He 
turned to Dr. George Winney. 

Winney, born and raised in Mexico 
and now living in California, is bilingual 
and bicultural, having spent decades in 
the Mexico and U.S. corporate worlds 
and earning degrees in Mexico and 
the United States. Winney also pastors 
two U.S. AG churches, has a ministry 
doctorate with a focus on strategic 
planning for pastors, and is an Acts 2 
Journey facilitator.

As an Acts 2 facilitator, Winney led 
churches through a self-evaluation 
process, then applied biblical principles 
to help set them on a pathway to 
becoming healthy, vibrant churches 
with a passion to see their communities 
won for Christ. He also offered 
churches strategic planning, where 
everything from demographics to 
budgeting and prioritizing is examined.

“We finished a strong 2016 season 
with great success,” says Winney, who 
worked with 26 churches throughout 
the year, with many reporting strong 
progress. 

“Dr. George Winney is a true gift to 
the SoCal Network,” Guerra says. “He 
is a strategic thinker and able to help 
our pastors bridge the academic with 
the practical.” 

HAGAN NAMED
NCU PRESIDENT

THIS DOCTOR MAKES 
CHURCH “HOUSE 
CALLS”
BY DAN VAN VEEN
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disaster struck — searing pain in his 
knee. He would later discover he had 
partially torn his patellar tendon.

Through the encouragement of 
others literally sent by God, Barnett 
completed the Madrid marathon and 
the next three marathons in intense 
pain, while seeing his average time of 
about 4:20 ultimately drop to 5:28 as 
he was forced to shuffle stiff-legged. 
He crossed the final finish line in 
Sydney in 6:47 — 183.4 total miles 
run, on seven continents, in seven 
days, all on about 14 hours of sleep, 
and raising $1.4 million for the Dream 
Center! 

 “I’ve seen a lot of great efforts in 
my life,” Hall says, “but I’ve never seen 

someone overcome so much pain and 
discomfort — and he did it day after 
day.”  

Barnett says God has shown him 
that his perseverance through the 
pain meant far more to those at the 
Dream Center than if he would have 
gone through the challenge without a 
struggle.

“I walk down the halls at the Dream 
Center, and people are still stopping 
me, thanking me, telling me that they 
can’t believe I would go through all that 
for them,” Barnett says, pausing, as 
he’s overtaken by emotion. “People are 
relating my race to their own personal 
race . . . and have been inspired to take 
on their own challenges.” 

Cory Bauman, 41, was racing 
downhill on Sept. 29, 2015, when a 
pickup truck crossed the road and 
hit him head-on at 40 mph. The truck 
sped off, leaving Cory and his cycling 
partner, Nick, bleeding on the road. 

“Corey’s head (and helmet) 
impacted the hood of the truck,” says 
Shannon Bauman, Corey’s wife of 
20 years. “Then his body struck the 
windshield, shattering it, before he was 
tossed about 20 feet. Nick was also hit, 
and was left unconscious.” 

When Shannon arrived at the 
hospital, she began to pray. She knew 
Corey didn’t have a relationship with 
Christ. Doctors shared that Corey was 
in a non-responsive coma as all of the 
main arteries that supply blood to his 
brain had been dissected. Corey was 
either going to die or be nothing more 
than a vegetable.

When Shannon parents, Del and 
Chris Edwards, longtime members of 
Lakeport Christian Center (AG), arrived 
at the hospital, she met them at the 
nurses’ station and burst into tears — 
Corey wasn’t going to make it! 

“What my mom said next changed 

everything,” Shannon says. “She 
hugged me, and said, ‘Oh no, 
Shannon. This is not over until God 
says it’s over!’”

Prayers for Corey began to multiply. 
On Oct. 25, Shannon, her parents, 

and their pastors, Mike and Ruth 
Suski, prayed over Corey for him to 
come out of his coma. Less than an 
hour later, Corey started to return to 
consciousness! But doctors warned 
that Corey would never walk or talk and 
his long-term memory was damaged.

Corey was in a series of 
rehabilitation hospitals through April 
30, 2016. But during that time, Del 
Edwards led Corey to Christ. 

How could what doctors diagnosed 
as a “vegetable” ever be led to Christ? 
Not a problem for God! Today, Corey 
maintains conversations, walks, takes 
rides on his in-home bike trainer, has 
no problem with long-term memory, and 
is improving cognitively and physically 
every day.

Best of all, the Baumans — Corey, 
Shannon, and their daughters Taylor 
and Macie — have all devoted their 
lives to Christ! 

Thanks to friends and partners, 
Convoy of Hope served a record 8 
million people in 2016 and saw more 
donated product come in and be 
distributed than ever before. 

Because of their friends’ kindness, 
Convoy was able to share hope to 
millions around the world — like Sheri. 

Sheri, 7, and her family live at the 
base of a toxic garbage range in the 
Philippines. Their home is nothing but 
flimsy scrap material held together by 
ropes and nails. 

When Convoy first met Sheri, she 
was undernourished and sad because 
she wasn’t in school. Convoy enrolled 
Sheri in the Children’s Feeding 
Initiative. Today, her health, life, and 

future are secure with daily meals, 
clean water, and wonderful days in 
school. 

Convoy of Hope continues to work 
to spread kindness — focusing on a 
theme of kindness for 2017 and 2018. 

Hal Donaldson, president of Convoy 
of Hope, has a new book titled, Your 
Next 24 Hours — One Day of Kindness 
Can Change Everything. The book 
shows the difference a person can 
make through small acts of kindness 
that can transform entire communities. 

“All of us can be part of a growing 
movement, where kindness offers 
hope, heals wounds, combats 
loneliness, and restores what is 
broken,” says Donaldson. 

CONVOY OF HOPE: KINDNESS CAN 
CHANGE EVERYTHING

GOD DEFIES DOCTORS IN BICYCLE VS. 
TRUCK TRAGEDY
BY DAN VAN VEEN


