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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY DARRIN J. RODGERS

Puerto Rico is home to a vibrant 
Pentecostal movement, consisting 
of an estimated 25 percent of the 
island’s population. Pentecostalism 
first came to Puerto Rico in 1916 via 
Hawaii, where a number of Puerto 
Rican families had migrated. After 
many Puerto Ricans living in Hawaii 
surrendered their lives to God during a 
Pentecostal revival in the early 1910s, 
several of them — including Salomon 
Feliciano, Juan Lugo, and Francisco 
and Panchito Ortiz — felt called to 
bring the Pentecostal message to their 
homeland.

The four Puerto Rican missionaries 
became credentialed with the 
Assemblies of God and helped spark 
a spiritual hurricane that reshaped 

the religious contours of the island. 
Feliciano and Lugo arrived in Puerto 
Rico in the fall of 1916, followed shortly 
afterward by the father-and-son team 
of Francisco and Panchito Ortiz. 

The Pentecostal Evangel published 
numerous letters by the four 
missionaries. One letter reported 
43 converts. The Pentecostal prayer 
meetings soon outgrew the home 
where they were held, and within 
several years, Pentecostal churches 
began popping up all over the island.

Read the article by Salomon 
Feliciano and Juan Lugo, “Salvation 
Coming to Many in Porto Rico,” on 
page 12 of the Dec. 16, 1916, issue 
of the Pentecostal Evangel online at 
s2.ag.org/dec161916.
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It was Sept. 17, and it was surreal. 
A motorcyclist, who was not wearing 
a helmet, had clipped the back of 
a trailer. The biker lost control, and 
was thrown down the highway like 
a rag doll. As Geoff McLarty drove 
up moments later, the man was 
motionless. The skin on his head had 
been ripped open, blood soaking the 
pavement.

McLarty, 31, the creative arts 
pastor at Evangel Assembly of God 
in Wichita, Kansas, didn’t know 
CPR, his wife and young son were 
in the car with him, and it appeared 
someone was already calling for help 
. . . it would be easy to keep going.

“But I felt like the Holy Spirit told 
me that I needed to do something, 
even though I didn’t know what I 
could do,” McLarty says.

Surprising his wife, Kylie, McLarty 
pulled off the road and ran to the 
injured man.

“Honestly, I was completely 
shocked,” Kylie says, recalling Geoff’s 
decision. “I kept thinking, What’s he 
going to do? But then I began to pray 
for the injured man and knew in my 
spirit that we were there for a reason.”

The man was in bad shape. “There 
was a lot of blood, I could see his head 
was split open, and he was making this 
awful gasping sound,” Geoff says.

Geoff grabbed the man’s hand and 
started to pray. The man went limp, but 

Geoff continued to pray.
When the Kansas Highway Patrol 

arrived, officers began performing 
CPR, releasing Geoff to go home. He 
felt certain the man was dead. 

Arriving home, Geoff was driven to 
find out what had become of the man. 
Through social media, he learned the 
man’s estranged wife wanted to speak 
with him.

The motorcyclist’s name was Jim 
Harmon Sr. His wife told Geoff that 
Jim’s heart would stop twice before 
getting to the hospital. 

Geoff continued to pray for Jim 
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares Your are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

WHEN CALLING AND MISSIONS DISCOVER 
ONE ANOTHER
BY DAN VAN VEEN

Youth pastors Joe and Natalie 
Barnoske determined that God wanted 
them to conduct school assemblies 
and broader youth evangelism in their 
home state of Florida.

They experienced success, but 
splitting time between evangelism and 
remaining fiscally responsible placed 
limits on their ministry. 

But then the couple experienced a 
revelation!

Al Force, formerly the district youth 
director for th AG Peninsular Florida 
district, said they should consider 
becoming Youth Alive missionaries. 

Youth Alive what? They had no idea 
what Force was talking about.

Youth Alive is a unique effort 
between Assemblies of God U.S. 
Missions, which provides missionaries, 
and National Youth Ministries, which 
continues to minister to youth, often in 
cooperation with the missionaries.

The Barnoskes also learned that 
as missionaries they could request 
funding for their ministry.

The Barnoskes, now Youth Alive 

missionaries, fully launched their 
ministry in May 2015. Not long after, 
Natalie came up with the idea of 
Empowerment Day — equipping 
students with resources and exposing 
them to the purpose of being filled with 
the Holy Spirit.

Nearly 1,000 students went to one of 
the six Empowerment Days, with each 
one receiving a new Fire Bible and a 
five-week devotional through LFTL. 
This year, more than 750 students took 
part in Empowerment Days. 

Though the Barnoskes have seen 
2,800 students give their lives to Christ 
under the ministry, and countless 
others through the ministry of students 
on their campuses, they’re quick to 
point to the support they receive.

“The partnership with Light for the 
Lost is so crucial,” Natalie says. “We 
are reaching young people — young 
people who are very Bible illiterate. To 
be able to hand a student a Bible with 
specific commentaries to how the Bible 
applies to them — I can’t express to 
you how valuable that has been.” 

A STILL SMALL VOICE; MIRACULOUS 
RESULTS
BY DAN VAN VEEN
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A 19-year-old Missouri Chi Alpha 
International XAi leader is dedicated 
to befriending foreign students on her 
college campus, and as she does, 
doors are opening for her to share her 
faith. 

University of Missouri sophomore 
Catherine Hurt became a student 
leader for the Columbia campus 
ministry’s weekly English Club during 
her first year at school. 

Her English Club role involves 
leading a group of international 
students, who come from varying belief 
systems, through conversation and fun 
activities geared toward helping them 
improve their English skills and make 
new friends. 

Hurt is also a XAi conversation 
partner and meets with Yingtai*, a non-
Christian from China, whom she met 
through the MU International Center. 
Hurt has served as a conversation 
partner there as well. 

When Hurt learned that Yingtai 
wanted to meet more friends, she 
invited her to XAi social functions. 
Yingtai could see the light of Jesus 
shining through Hurt and her friends 
and wanted to know more.  

“After a few events, she came up 
to us and said, ‘I really like you. What 
makes you different?’ ” Hurt recalls. “I 
said, ‘Jesus.’ ” The two now study the 
Bible together. Soon Yingtai invited 
her roommate Eu-meh*, also a non-
Christian from China, to the Bible study. 

“She [Eu-meh] ended up really 
enjoying the Bible study,” Hurt says. 
“She asks really hard questions. She 
genuinely enjoys learning about the 
Bible and about God.”

Although Hurt is only required to 
meet with Yingtai twice a month as her 
conversation partner, she connects 
with her weekly to practice English, 
read Scripture together, and engage 
in conversation. Hurt also holds Bible 
studies throughout the week with other 
international students from MU and 
Columbia College that have expressed 
an interest in learning about Jesus.  

Hurt likewise invites participants 
from English Club to come to her 
small group Bible study, which is led 
by another Chi Alpha leader, and 
introduces them to new acquaintances. 

Hurt ensures that the internationals 
understand the words and concepts 
they’re reading about, whether she’s 
at a Bible study or helping with 
English. Throughout the week Hurt is 
interacting with international friends 
— opening her home to share a meal, 
going shopping, or hearing about the 
highs and lows of the day.

*Names changed to protect     
identity. 
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FOCUSING ON INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
BY JENNIFER NELSON

IRANIAN GOVERNMENT CONFISCATES 
CHURCH PROPERTY
BY AGWM COMMUNICATIONS

Following the recent confiscation of 
property belonging to the Assemblies 
of God in Iran, Iranian AG members 
living outside Iran have asked for a 
clear statement of protest from George 
O. Wood, general superintendent of the 
U.S. Assemblies of God and chairman 
of the World Assemblies of God 
Fellowship.

Iran officials have closed Central 
Church, the nation’s main AG church, 
and have prohibited the IAG from 
using or meeting on a camp property 
owned by the Fellowship. About two 
months ago the AG Fellowship inside 
Iran was notified by judicial letter that 
the property had been confiscated. No 
legal reason was given.

“Our exiled brothers of the IAG are 
very concerned that if the government 
does not face some sort of public 
opposition and condemnation for 
this action that they will simply 
start confiscating other properties 
such as church buildings,” says a 
U.S. Assemblies of God ministry 
representative. “It is their belief that 
multiple public press releases from the 
World Assemblies of God Fellowship 
partners will bring some back pressure 
against the Iranian government and 
perhaps slow or stop further actions.”

Wood’s statement has been 
released publicly as a model for further 
letters of protest:

The 68 million worldwide 
adherents of the Assemblies of 

God wish to express dismay at the 
recent confiscation of campground 
and garden property from the Iran 
Assemblies of God.  We hereby 
request the return of the property to its 
legal owner.

The Assemblies of God in Iran 
was legally established in the middle 
of the 20th century. Threats and 
persecution of the Iran Assemblies of 
God constituents intensified after the 
Islamic Revolution of 1979 culminating 
with the martyrdom of Haik Hovsepian 
Mehr in 1994. Following this the church 
continued to grow at an increasing 
pace from 2000 until 2014. Around 10 
years ago while meeting on the Iran 
Assemblies of God campground and 
garden property several members 
were arrested. The arrest of these 
believers was followed by the closure 
of Tehran’s Assembly of God Central 
Church in 2014 and the forbidding of 
meetings in either location. No services 
or meetings have taken place since 
that time.

Recently, in the fall of 2016, the 
campground property has been 
seized and confiscated. Once again, 
we request the return of this property 
to the rightful owners, the Iran 
Assemblies of God Fellowship. 
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over the next few days before going 
to the hospital. There he learned the 
doctors were recommending Jim’s 
sister “pull the plug” because there was 
minimal brain activity. She agreed, but 
was waiting until Sept. 20 so family 
members could arrive.

Geoff shared that he didn’t believe 
God brought Jim back twice for nothing 
— there was a reason he was still 
alive. But the sister was convinced — it 
was time for Jim to “go home.”

Geoff then prayed over Jim, praying 
that God would bring him fully back. 
Nothing happened. Undeterred, Geoff 
continued to pray for his healing. 

Sept. 20 came and went. No word. 
On Sept. 22, Geoff texted Jim’s sister 

to say he was praying for her. She 
responded — Jim was still alive! 
Sept. 20 morning, just hours before 
pulling  the plug, there was dramatic 
improvement in Jim’s condition. 
Doctors were stunned!

The next day, Geoff visited Jim, and 
prayed for him again. Jim squeezed his 
hand in gratitude. Today, although Jim 
still has a long road to full recovery, 
he’s walking and talking, far exceeding 
anything the doctors conceived 
possible. 

“I just can’t emphasize enough, 
never give up!” Geoff says. “Always 
listen to the Holy Spirit and be 
obedient. There’s no telling what God 
can and will do through and in you.” 

A MISSION TRIP INVESTMENT
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

The line of vehicles that stopped 
traffic near the growing James River 
Church intrigued Greg Marquart, 
who decided to try the then 2-year-
old congregation led by John Lindell. 
He agreed to go one time, but if the 
church violated any of five criteria he 
established, he wouldn’t return.

“They had greeters, they had car 
parkers, the air conditioning worked, 
the nursery smelled fine, and Pastor 
John didn’t talk about money,” Marquart 
recalls.

The next day Lindell asked Marquart 
to lunch, where the pastor asked 
Marquart to join a pending James River 
Church Builders International MAPS 
Construction mission trip to Panama. 

On the final day of the construction 
trip, 31 Panamanians — and 
Marquart — accepted Jesus as their 
Savior. Marquart went on staff as 
administrative pastor between 1995 
and 2000. Stints at Convoy of Hope 
and AG Financial Solutions followed. 
Along the way, Marquart served as 
executive pastor at four other large AG 
churches. 

In 2012, Marquart agreed to step 
in and oversee the difficult transition 
process at Radiant Church in Surprise, 
Arizona. Marquart assisted in reviewing 
500 applicants for lead pastor. 
Ultimately, the search committee asked 
Marquart to consider accepting the 
position — as attendance fell from 
around 5,000 to 3,000 in the three 
months after the previous pastor left.

Marquart, then 50, balked because 
he didn’t feel qualified.

“The finalists had great pedigrees,” 
Marquart says. “They had lots of 
education and had been senior pastors 
for years. I had never had a desire to 
be a lead pastor or to preach.”

Still, he agreed to pray about it. And 
when he did, Marquart sensed God 
telling him that He would equip him if 
the church would model its ministry 
after the New Testament church 
described in Acts 2:42-46. During 
Marquart’s tenure, Radiant Church 
has added a prayer service, increased 
outreach giving to more than 20 percent 
of its budget, and expanded life groups 
to accommodate 2,300 people. 

Average weekly attendance is back 
up to 4,100.

“I still think I’m the least qualified guy 
to do this,” says Marquart, ordained in 
2014. “I’m grateful God has allowed me 
to experience it.” 

The year was 1976. We had 
recently arrived in Ethiopia with our 
sons, Brent and Scott, ages 7 and 
6. Our new “home” was drastically 
different from California as those were 
years of war in Ethiopia.

One enormous void was the lack of 
a Christmas tree. We had encouraged 
the boys to pray that God would send 
us a tree, and they had been praying. 
But it was now only two days before 
Christmas, and still no Christmas tree. 

That night we heard a knock on our 
door. It was 10 p.m. No one came to 
anyone’s house at that time of night; it 
was simply too dangerous. But when 
we opened the door, a man stood 
there, holding a small Christmas tree. 
He offered it to us for sale, an offer we 

quickly agreed to, thanking God for this 
miracle. When the boys awoke the next 
morning, they found the tree they had 
asked God for. To them, it was the most 
beautiful tree they had ever seen. 

We were never able to find the man 
who brought us the tree. Was he an 
angel? We don’t know. All we do know 
is that God answered the prayers of 
two little boys their first Christmas in a 
land far away. 

O CHRISTMAS TREE
BY GLORIA HANSON


