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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY RUTHIE EDGERLY OBERG

In 1952, while pastoring a church in 
Rennes, France, Clement Le Cossec 
was invited to visit a caravan of 
Gypsies. There he found many of the 
Gypsies in this caravan had come to 
faith in Christ, but now they wanted to 
be baptized, but no pastor was willing 
to do it.

He invited them to a prayer meeting 
where they prayed for the visiting 
Gypsies to receive the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. Many of them did and Le 
Cossec then performed water baptisms 
the following week. 

 Over the next six years, Le Cossec 
became drawn more and more to the 
Gypsies. By 1958 more than 3,000 

Gypsies had been converted. Taking 
a huge step of faith, Le Cossec left 
his church and he and his family of 10 
joined a caravan of Gypsies. 

Eleven years later, in a 1969 
Pentecostal Evangel article, Le Cossec 
shared how more than 20,000 Gypsies 
were serving the Lord. By his death at 
age 80, the “Apostle to the Gypsies” 
had traveled in more than 40 countries 
sharing the gospel with Gypsies.

Read more about Le Cossec’s 
Gypsy conference in Germany in “One 
People from Many Nations,” on page 
16 of the March 30, 1969, issue of the 
Pentecostal Evangel online at s2.ag.
org/mar1969.
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Jared Bellan’s life was out of control. 
He started doing drugs when he was 
11 years old. By 16, he was hooked 
on a cocktail of marijuana, cocaine, 
alcohol, and heroin.

Five years later, Bellan’s choices had 
left a trail of destruction. Friends and 
family had been repeatedly betrayed; 
his family was left fractured in the ruins 
of his life. 

“I felt like it was this black hole with 
no escape,” Bellan says. “It kept pulling 
me in again and again and again.”

When Bellan, then 22, was pulled 
over by police, strung out on drugs, 
his drug-addicted pregnant girlfriend in 
the front seat next to him, and his car 
loaded with drugs, it would seem it was 
his darkest day. 

But that wasn’t the case. Being 
arrested and jailed was quite possibly 
one of the best days of his life, only he 
didn’t know it — yet.

While in jail, he came across a 
church service that drew his attention. 
The words penetrated Bellan’s 

heart and he soon found himself 
contemplating his life, including that he 
was soon to be the father of a son born 
addicted to drugs. 

Desperate, he prayed: “Everybody 
else says you’re God. If that’s true, I 
really need your help.” The next thing 
he knew, an overwhelming peace came 
over him and he began to repent. The 
next morning, he totally surrendered 
his life to Christ. 

A few weeks later, Bellan was out 
of jail on bond when he learned his 
girlfriend was giving birth to their son, 
Jayden. After fighting for days to save 
his life, doctors informed Bellan his son 
was going to die. 

“We gathered around him and I 
prayed, ‘Lord, don’t let Jayden suffer for 
the poor decisions I made, please help 
him,’” he recalls.

“All of a sudden there were all these 
noises as machines started going off 
and doctors started rushing in,” Bellan 
says, the thrill of the moment still 
evident in his voice. 
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

FROM HEEL TO GOOD GUY
BY KEN WALKER

On Saturday nights, Chuck Catalfu, 
a retired U.S. Army veteran and AG 
pastor, dons an alter ego to become a 
ring announcer at Tennessee All Pro 
Wrestling matches.

That’s because the pro wrestling 
circuit rents Smartt AG’s Victory 
Center, a multipurpose building located 
next to the church sanctuary.

Last summer, Catalfu acted as the 
“heel commentator,” sticking up for the 
bad guys. Lately, he’s been praising the 
good guys, but whatever role he plays, 
Catalfu likes to ham it up.

That included once climbing into 
the ring after the referee got knocked 
out. The heavyweight champion called 
on Catalfu to take the referee’s place 
before taking a swipe at the pastor, 
who fell to the mat. Later, a crew 
carried Catalfu out on a stretcher.

The Saturday night events have 

brought new life to the Victory 
Center. In addition to rental fees, 
the church keeps all proceeds from 
the concession stand. Thanks to the 
matches’ lineup of an opening prayer 
and invitation to follow Christ, Smartt 
AG has recorded seven conversions of 
wrestling fans outside the ring.  

Catalfu hopes to see other 
salvations through relationships with 
the wrestlers; many are friends on 
Facebook. He has prayed with several 
and shared the gospel with others.

“Some listen and others kind of 
humor you,” Catalfu says.

Although turnouts in the rural county 
average around 100, on a recent 
Saturday the crowd nearly reached 200.

As for wrestling, Catalfu says it’s all 
about going outside the four walls.

“This is reaching people we wouldn’t 
normally reach,” the pastor says. 

A LIFE SEEMINGLY DESTINED FOR HELL 
NOW GUIDES PEOPLE TO CHRIST
BY DAN VAN VEEN
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When the volunteer firefighters of 
the Snohomish County Fire District 25 
in Oso, Washington, learned that “the 
Bear” was in desperate trouble, the 
only hope seemed to be a temporary-
bandage solution. But then Arlington 
Assembly stepped forward with a plan 
to not only save the Bear, but give it a 
whole new lease on life.

The Bear is the nickname of the 
district’s largest tanker/tender truck. 
Designed to carry up to 4,500 gallons 
of water, it is an indispensable tool for 
fighting fires in this region where few — 
often no — hydrants exist. 

Last fall, the Bear had catastrophic 
engine failure — installing a new 
engine would cost over $34,000. Being 
a small, volunteer fire department, 
even trying to temporarily repair the 
engine was a financial challenge.

When firefighter and chaplain 
Joel Johnson learned of the need, 
he turned to Ryan Kramer, pastor of 
nearby Arlington Assembly. Johnson, 
who is also the church’s assistant 

pastor, had been tasked by Kramer 
and the church board to look for 
opportunities to make a difference with 
a relief fund the church had. Giving 
new life to the Bear was the ideal 
solution.

Oso Fire Chief Willie Harper says 
he and the department are extremely 
grateful for the gift. “Around here, if 
there’s a fire, you just watch them 
[buildings] burn to the ground,” he says.

“I arrived here in May 2016, and 
the church had been in a steady 
decline for 12 years,” Kramer explains. 
“The church’s desire and our desire 
was to get out into the community 
— the engine was just another way 
to get outside of our walls, into the 
community, and start making a 
difference.” 

How has this new approach 
impacted the church? In the last 10 
months, attendance has gone from 
120 to over 230 on Sunday mornings 
and over 60 people have made 
commitments to Christ! 
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A new generation of teenagers in 
New Jersey is yielding to the Holy 
Spirit at local youth meetings and 
statewide events. They reflect core 
Pentecostal values planted by youth 
leaders.

“The Book of Acts is being fulfilled,” 
says Fabian Kalapuch, New Jersey 
District youth director.  

Gatherings are bathed in prayer and 
fasting. Three regional prayer meetings 
preceded the 2016 annual state youth 
convention held at Fountain of Life 
Center in Burlington. About 1,000 
young people attended the weekend 
event in November. At the close of 
the Friday evening service before 
the normal altar call was announced, 
attendees spontaneously rushed 
forward seeking God’s presence. 

Real spiritual fruit followed. Students 
are evangelizing more for Christ among 
their friends and getting more involved 
in local church ministries. Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, they are overcoming 
the secular culture’s assaults and 
temptations.  

Andy Lynn, youth pastor at Marlton 
Assembly of God, recognized half 
a dozen students from the church 
running to the altar that night for 
salvation. Months later, a teenage girl, 
an admitted atheist, confessed to him 
that she is getting closer to God.

“Kids are hungry for the actual 
presence of Christ for themselves,” 
Lynn says. 

When Pastor Jamey Bridges in 
2011 planted Life Community Church 
in Columbia, Illinois, he made it 
his mission to be involved in the 
community. Bridges worked part time 
for a local roofing company, joined a 
group of local nonprofit leaders for 
monthly meetings with the mayor, and 
sought ways for those in the church 
to serve the 
local schools. 

When 
the head 
coach of the 
boys’ and 
girls’ soccer 
programs at Columbia High School 
left in 2012, school representatives 
invited Bridges to take the posts on the 
condition that he become an employee 
of the district. The coaching role also 
enabled Bridges to assume leadership 
of the high school’s Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes chapter.

What began as Bridges’ vision to 
partner with local schools in the city of 
10,200, just south of St. Louis, led to 
him being handed the keys to the high 
school campus.

“Several families in the church know 
me as ‘coach’ before they know me 
as ‘pastor,’” says Bridges. Coaching 
soccer and leading the church leave 
Bridges with little free time during the 
competitive season. However, Bridges 
is convinced that the benefits of getting 
to interact with non-Christians far 
outweigh the drawbacks. 

SPIRIT-FOCUSED 
YOUTH FILL ALTARS
BY PETER K. JOHNSON

PASTOR COACH
BY AUSTIN JACOBS

CHURCH GIVES NEW LIFE TO “THE BEAR”
BY DAN VAN VEEN
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Later a doctor would call Bellan 
aside, and tell him, “I don’t know 
whatever you got a hold of, but 
whatever you have, never lose it. That 
was a medical miracle — there’s no 
medical reason for your son to be 
alive.” 

The day for sentencing arrived and 
the judge reviewed the quantity of 
drugs Bellan was caught with, which 
required a 5- to 10-year federal prison 
sentence. But the judge chose to give 
him just 16-months probation.

It was yet another miracle from God! 
Bellan would go on to justify the 

judge’s decision and God’s faithfulness. 
He attended Bible college, and during 
that time he met and married his wife, 

Melissa, who then adopted Jayden. 
After graduating and serving in 

crusades for several years, the couple 
felt the call to church planting. 

“I met Jared in 2006,” recalls 
CityReach Network President and 
founder Brian Bolt. “A few years later, 
I got a call to meet with Jared about 
working together to plant a church in 
Pittsburgh — the rest is history.”

The “history” Bolt refers to is Bellan 
proved to be very adept at church 
planting. Bolt would ask him to join his 
ministry as the church planting director. 
In the last five years of working with 
Bolt, Bellan has helped plant more 
than 60 churches, with at least 30 
more to launch this year. 

KEEPING UP WITH CHANGES
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

Loren R. Hicks went through the 
Acts 2 Journey in 2012 in an effort to 
reinvent Faith Tabernacle, the West Los 
Angeles church where he became lead 
pastor in 2005. Hicks needed a plan to 
attract newcomers to the congregation 
of 90 mostly elderly attendees.

Subsequently, with a dozen key 
church leaders, Hicks formulated 
a shared vision that resulted in 
a healthier congregation. Faith 
Tabernacle became more outward 
focused in evangelizing the lost and 
started expanding missions giving. 
Attendance increased. 

Today, Faith Tabernacle is a strong 
multiethnic congregation that averages 
220 attendees, well over double the 
number as before the Acts 2 Journey 
five years ago. People representing 
more than 30 nationalities attend, 
including international students and 
visiting professors from University of 
California, Los Angeles. 

The church is located in an expensive 
neighborhood, with a high turnover 
rate among the white-collar young 
professionals and high-tech company 
employees. Because of the changing 
community, Hicks sensed the church 
had lost momentum, and he decided to 
go through the four Acts 2 cohorts again 

in 2016, bringing a new team with him.
Consequently, activities on tap for 

the next three years include launching 
a Spanish-language service, creating 
ministries for divorced and single 
people, and scheduling cultural 
celebrations to help ethnic minorities to 
feel more welcome.

“It’s important to keep retraining 
because leaders in the church have 
changed,” says Hicks. “It’s easy to 
become complacent, but we can’t 
because the community is always 
changing.”

Hicks, who is white, makes it a 
priority to surround himself with diverse 
lay leaders. Faith Tabernacle’s six-
member board includes natives of 
Brazil, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, and a 
Mexican-American. Four staff members 
also are ethnic minorities.

Samuel Peña, dean of students at 
the largest high school in California, 
remembers being captivated with Faith 
Tabernacle the first time he and his 
wife, Jiyoo, visited in 2012.

“What really stood out was the 
diversity as soon as we walked in,” 
says the Hispanic Peña, whose wife 
is Korean. “We saw blacks, whites, 
Asians — a group of diverse Christians 
gathered to worship.” 

SINGAPORE — Leaders convened 
in Singapore Tuesday for the executive 
council of the World Assemblies of 
God Fellowship (WAGF). The meetings 
kick off events surrounding the eighth 
triennial World Assemblies of God 
Congress (WAGC).

George O. Wood was re-elected 
by the council to serve a fourth term 
as chairman of the WAGF, which 
represents 67.9 million adherents 
in more than 365,000 churches 
throughout the world. Wood also 
serves as the general superintendent 
of the U.S. Assemblies of God.

“I’m humbled to be elected to serve 
another term as chairman of the 
World AG Fellowship alongside great 
anointed leaders,” Wood affirmed. “May 

God grant us wisdom as we seek to 
fulfill His will!”

The council re-elected David Mohan 
as vice-chairman. Mohan serves as 
senior pastor of the 40,000-member 
New Life AG in Chennai and as the 
superintendent of the Assemblies of 
God of India.

Dominic Yeo was elected to his first 
term as WAGF secretary. Yeo serves 
as the general superintendent of the 
Assemblies of God in Singapore and 
as senior pastor of Trinity Christian 
Centre. 

The role of WAGF secretary was 
previously held by Lazarus Chakwera 
of Malawi, who was recently elected 
president of the Malawi Congress 
Party. 

WOOD RE-ELECTED WAGF CHAIRMAN
BY MARK FORRESTER


